4         SHERMAN'S HOME LETTERS

[TO MISS ELLEN BOYLE  EWING]

"WEST POINT, New York, August 30, 1837.

"I had already written and sealed an answer to
your last when William Irvin * returned from furlough
and satisfied my curiosity concerning so many things
concerning which I had asked information that
I concluded that it would be best to defer writing
a little longer in order that I might give a descrip-
tion of our military ball and the other ceremonies
that usually take place before breaking up the en-
campment. ...

"William Irvin arrived last Friday at the Point after
having escorted his sister up to Troy but without first
bringing her here as I think he should have done,
because most undoubtedly she would have liked to see
the place where her brother had been for the two last and
would be for the two next years; but that is none of my
business. He brought me those presents, the knife
from Boyle, the handkerchief from Tommy8 and the
pencil and candy from yourself for which I cannot too
warmly express my thanks. The knife and pencil are
too good for me to uise, and I have wrapped them up
and put them at the bottom of my trunk to be used only
on special occasions. The candy was so very good, as
well as the first I have seen since I left home, that I
invited some of my eastern friends, who had never
eaten any homade sugar before to come and taste it.
They liked it so very well that they put it beyond my

1 A cadet from Lancaster, Ohio.

2 Hugh Boyle and Thomas Ewing, brothers of Mrs, Sherman,
both of whom became prominent officers in the Union army.